
        3rd Quarter newsletter from your elementary principal. 
We’ve completed half of the school year!  Your children continue to amaze me and I look 
forward to recognizing each student’s individual strengths at our PBIS assemblies.  Our focus 
at our last assembly was Empathy.  CR-B elementary students have been learning about and 
practicing how to use their skills for learning to become like a detective and try to figure out how 
others are feeling. They are working to focus attention on a person’s face and body and listen 
to a person’s tone of voice as well as think about the situation in order to figure out how that 
person might be feeling. Once we know how a person feels, we can try to put ourselves in their 

place and understand how they feel or have empathy for them. 
Empathy leads to showing compassion. Our students do an 
excellent job of showing compassion and I was able to 
recognize 37 students for their strengths in this and other areas. 
As the year goes on, each student will receive a certificate 
noting one of their strengths. Each one of them has the potential 
to do amazing things given they use their strengths and continue 
to learn and grow in making good decisions. Our mission is to 
help each one of them do just that. Learning is ongoing and 
these skills are essential for life.  
 
Academically, we are in the midst of our winter screening 
window which means that we are testing each student in reading 
and math. These assessments give us data that we use to determine what is working as well as what may not be 
working and we make adjustments as needed. Our teachers have been working hard to develop the right 
intervention for each student or group of students. We work as a team around this data and our teachers do an 
amazing job of working with their students. We’re always learning and applying that learning to do the best we can at 
helping students achieve at high levels.  
 

For the second year the focus of our Positive Behavior Intervention and Support Initiative (PBIS) 
has been to promote a community feeling where students feel safe and connected to school. 
PBIS emphasizes teaching behavior expectations. This work mirrors how we teach academic 

skills. Just like with academics, some students can struggle with behavior challenges. As part of this process, we 
have implemented a behavior intervention called Check in Check Out. This intervention works to provide identified 
students more teaching in the area of behavior.  The intervetion’s focus is working with students to gain positive 
attention for acceptable behaviors.  After one full year of implementation, we have seen successful outcomes. We 
will continue to work to refine this system of support for our students.  
 
We work closely with parents and appropriate professionals around all students that struggle academically or 
behaviorally. Sometimes progress moves slower than we want, but we are consistently monitoring plans and data 
and adjusting as necessary until we are successful.  If you ever have concerns about your child’s progress with 
either academic or behavior skills, please contact your child’s teacher.  I firmly believe that when parents and 
teachers work together good things happen for kids. Thank you for the opportunity to serve you and your children! 
 
 

 


